Award and Eligibility Criteria CHALLENGE
for the Challenge Scholars Scholarship SCHOLARS

Your dream. Our promise.
(Union HS classes of 2023 through 2028)

FOUR YEAR SCHOLARSHIP: Scholarship award for a portion of 4 years of tuition at 46+ Michigan college or university

Award
= For eligible students graduating Union High School in 2023 through 2028: The four-year scholarship award includes
tuition and fees after Federal Pell Grant for four academic years (8 semesters) of attendance at any eligible Michigan
college or university to be used towards earning a bachelor’s degree, associate’s degree, or high-quality credential.
= Students whose families make more than double the area median income (roughly $90,000 per household) will
receive a reduced scholarship amount, capped at $1,500 per year.

Initial Eligibility Criteria*
To receive a four-year scholarship award, a student must meet the initial eligibility requirements below:
=  Enroll as a Challenge Scholar in 6" grade.
= Attend Harrison Park or Westwood Middle School continually from 6" grade through 8 grade.
=  Attend Union High School continually from 9% grade through 12" grade.
=  Have a GPA of 2.0 or above at graduation.
= Do not have a 180-day expulsion.
= Activate the Challenge Scholars Scholarship by registering on the Challenge Scholars Portal (“CS Portal”), GradSnapp.
= Submit financial aid paperwork, including Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). If the student is ineligible
to submit the FAFSA, an alternative form will be provided by GRCF.
=  Meet income guidelines (household income does not exceed double the area medianincome)
=  Enroll at and attend an eligible Michigan college or university within six months after graduating high school, unless a
deferment is approved (a full list is available here https://www.challengescholars.org/resources)
= Accept any financial aid offered by college or university (not including loans)

TWO YEAR SCHOLARSHIP: Scholarship award for a portion of 2 years of tuition at Grand Rapids Community College
Award

This scholarship award and criteria applies to students who do not qualify for the GR Promise. The two-year scholarship
award includes tuition and fees after Federal Pell Grant for up to two academic years (4 semesters) of attendance at
Grand Rapids Community College. Students whose families make more than double the area median income (roughly
$90,000 per household) will receive a reduced scholarship amount, capped at $1,500 per year.

Initial Eligibility Criteria*
To receive a two-year scholarship award, a student must:
= Attend Union High School continually from 9% grade through 12t grade.
= Have a GPA of 2.0 or above at graduation.
= Do not have a 180-day expulsion.
= Register with the Challenge Scholars Online College Portal (“CS Portal”), GradSnapp.
= Submit financial aid paperwork, including Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). If the student is ineligible
to submit the FAFSA, an alternative form will be provided by GRCF.
= Meet income guideline (household income does not exceed double the area medianincome)
=  Enroll at and attend Grand Rapids Community College within six months after graduating high school unless a
deferment is approved.

To continue to receive any Challenge Scholars scholarship, a student must:

= Stay enrolled full time (at least 12 credits per semester) in good standing at the eligible college oruniversity.

= Make satisfactory academic progress (SAP; as defined by the college or university) toward earning your degree,
including maintaining a grade level that permits progress toward graduation on a normal schedule

= Submit a FAFSA annually and accept financial aid offers (not including loans)

= Renew your Challenge Scholars status every semester by completing required surveys.

= Attend annual orientation and sign scholarship agreement.

= Continue to exhibit the personal qualities that reflect the high standards established by GRCF and conduct yourself in
a manner befitting a Challenge Scholar.
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Failure to meet the continued eligibility criteria above may result in revocation of your scholarship award. Prior to
revocation, Grand Rapids Community Foundation may, but is not required to, place you on probation and suspend your
scholarship award to give you the opportunity to correct your ineligibility. However, if deficiencies are not corrected
within one academic semester, your scholarship may be revoked, and you will forfeit your right to any additional funds.

*Special Circumstances

We understand that special circumstances may arise, Grand Rapids Community Foundation may make exceptions to
eligibility requirements (including continued eligibility) or defer scholarship awards from time to time. Below are some
examples of situations in which we may reconsider eligibility or deferment; however, Grand Rapids Community
Foundation is not required to permit exceptions or deferments and makes such determinations in its sole discretion.

Eligibility reconsideration
= High school students:

e A high school student who fails to meet eligibility criteria listed above for GPA, or continuous enrollment may
submit an appropriate Eligibility Reconsideration Request form for special consideration. The form is available
from the College/Career Coordinator at Union High School or from Challenge Scholars staff at the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation.

e Verification of income may be required if information provided suggests that household income may exceed
double the area median income as defined at www.census.gov

e Note that a high school student who has a 180 expulsion will not be reconsidered for eligibility.

= College students:

e A college student who fails to maintain scholarship eligibility criteria listed above should contact the Challenge

Scholars team for special consideration.

Scholarship deferment

= Ascholarship award may be deferred for up to up to one academic year after graduation from high school? with
prior approval.

=  Acollege student who does not enroll in full time classes or who takes a semester off may have their scholarship
deferred, but it is important that the student meets with the Challenge Scholars point person and academic advisor
at the institution first, to outline a plan. Once a plan is established, students should contact the Challenge Scholars
staff at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation for special consideration.

Summer classes

= The 4-year CS scholarship is designed to cover two semesters per year, for a total of eight semesters. The 2-year CS
scholarship is designed to cover a total of four semesters. Depending on the availability of scholarship funds,
requests for scholarships to cover summer classes will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Requests must be
made by email to challengescholars@grfoundation.org.

Transferring
= College students who plan to transfer to another institution must meet with the Challenge Scholars point person at
their institution and academic advisor first, to determine a transfer plan. Notify the Challenge Scholars team at Grand
Rapids Community Foundation about your transfer plans as soon as possible.

If you have questions regarding eligibility requirements or would like to request an exception or deferment, contact the
Challenge Scholars team at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation at challengescholars@grfoundation.org or call/text
616-284-4928.
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Criterio de Elegibilidad para la CHALLENGE

Beca de Challenge Scholars VSQHPOL;ALRS

(Clases de Union HS del 2023 al 2028)

BECA DE CUATRO ANOS: Beca para una porcion de 4 afios de matricula en mas de 46 colegios o universidades de

Michigan

Beca

= Para estudiantes elegibles que se gradien de Union High School en 2023 hasta el 2028: La beca de cuatro afios incluye
la matricula y tarifas que superen los gastos cubiertos por la beca Federal Pell por cuatro afios académicos (ocho
semestres) en cualquiera de los colegios o universidades de Michigan admisibles para la obtencién de una licenciatura
de 4 afios (bachelor's degree), 2 afios (associate's degree) o una credencial profesional.

= Los estudiantes cuyas familias ganen mas del doble del ingreso promedio en el drea (aproximadamente $90,000 por
hogar) recibirdn una beca reducida, limitada a $1,500 por afio.

Criterio de Elegibilidad Inicial*
Para recibir una beca de cuatro afios, el estudiante debe cumplir los siguientes requisitos iniciales de elegibilidad:

= Inscribirse como participante de Challenge Scholars en 6% grado.

= Asistir a Harrison Park o Westwood Middle School de forma continua desde el 6to al 8vo grado.

= Asistir a Union High School de forma continua desde el 9no grado al 12vo grado.

= Tener un promedio de calificaciones (GPA) de 2.0 o mas al momento de graduarse.

= No tener una expulsién de 180 dias.

= Activar la beca de Challenge Scholars al inscribirse en el portal en linea de Challenge Scholars (“CS Portal”):
GradSnapp.

= Completar los tramites de ayuda financiera, incluyendo la Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid -FAFSA). Si el estudiante es inelegible y no puede completar la FAFSA, Grand
Rapids Community Foundation proporcionara un formulario alternativo.

= Cumplir con los requisitos de ingreso financiero (ingresos del hogar no deben exceder el doble del ingreso promedio
en el area).

= Matricularse y asistir a un colegio o universidad de Michigan admisible dentro de los seis meses tras la graduacion de
high school, a menos que se apruebe un aplazamiento de inscripcion (véase la lista completa aqui https://
www.challengescholars.org/resources).

= Aceptar cualquier ayuda financiera ofrecida por el colegio o la universidad (no incluye los préstamos).

BECA DE DOSANOS: Beca para una porcion de 2 afios para gastos de matricula en Grand Rapids Community College
Beca

La beca de dos afos y sus criterios aplican para estudiantes que no rednen los requisitos para la beca GR Promise. Esta
beca incluye gastos de matricula y tarifas que superen los costos cubiertos por la beca Federal Pell por hasta dos afios
académicos (4 semestres) en Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC). Los estudiantes cuyas familias ganen mas del
doble del ingreso promedio en el drea (aproximadamente $90,000 por hogar) recibirdn una beca reducida, limitada a
$1,500 por afio.

Criterio de Elegibilidad Inicial*
Para recibir esta beca, el estudiante debe:

= Asistir a Union High School de forma continua desde el 9no al 12vo grado.

=  Tener un promedio de calificaciones (GPA) de 2.0 o mas al momento de graduarse.

= No tener una expulsién de 180 dias.

= |nscribirse en el portal en linea de Challenge Scholars (“CS Portal”): GradSnapp.

=  Completar los tramites de ayuda financiera, incluyendo la Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid -FAFSA). Si el estudiante es inelegible y no puede completar la FAFSA, Grand
Rapids Community Foundation proporcionara un formulario alternativo.

= Cumplir con los requisitos de ingreso financiero (ingresos del hogar no deben exceder el doble del ingreso promedio
en el area).

= Matricularse y asistir a Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC) dentro de los seis meses tras la graduacion de la
preparatoria, a menos que se apruebe un aplazamiento de inscripcion.
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Manteniendo la Elegibilidad para Recibir Becas en la Universidad*

Para continuar recibiendo cualquier beca del programa Challenge Scholars, el estudiante debe:

=  Permanecer matriculado tiempo completo (al menos 12 créditos por semestre) en un colegio o universidad admisible.

= Demostrar avance académico satisfactorio (SAP por sus siglas en inglés, segln lo defina el colegio o universidad) hacia
la obtencidn de la licenciatura, incluyendo mantener un nivel académico que permita el progreso hacia la graduacion
en un periodo de tiempo normal.

= Completar los tramites de la FAFSA anualmente y aceptar ofrecimientos de ayuda financiera (no incluye préstamos)

= Renovar tu estatus de Challenge Scholars cada semestre al completar las encuestas requeridas.

= Asistir a talleres anuales y firmar el acuerdo de la beca.

= Seguir presentando las cualidades personales que reflejan los altos estandares establecidos por Grand Rapids
Community Foundation y llevar una conducta adecuada acorde a lo que se esperaria de un becario del programa
Challenge Scholars.

El incumplimiento de estos criterios de elegibilidad continua podria resultar en la suspensién de la beca. Antes de esta
suspension, Grand Rapids Community Foundation puede, pero no estd obligada a, a poner al en un periodo de pruebay
suspenderd la beca con el fin de darle la oportunidad de corregir su inelegibilidad. Sin embargo, si estas carencias no son
corregidas al cabo de un semestre académico, la beca puede ser revocada y el estudiante perdera el derecho a cualquier
fondo de beca adicional.

*Circunstancias especiales

Comprendemos que podrian presentarse circunstancias especiales, y Grand Rapids Community Foundation puede hacer
excepciones a los requisitos de elegibilidad (incluyendo la elegibilidad continua) o aplazar las becas de vez en cuando. Los
siguientes son algunos ejemplos de situaciones en las cuales podriamos reconsiderar la elegibilidad o aplazamiento. Sin
embargo, Grand Rapids Community Foundation no esta obligada a hacer dichas excepciones o aplazamientos y tales
determinaciones son a su exclusivo criterio.

Reconsideracion de la elegibilidad

= Estudiantes de preparatoria:

e Un estudiante de preparatoria que no reuna los anteriores criterios de elegibilidad para el promedio de
calificaciones (GPA) o matriculacién continua puede enviar un formulario de Solicitud de Reconsideracion de
Elegibilidad para consideracion especial. Este formulario puede solicitarlo al Coordinador de Carreras
Universitarias en Union High School o al personal de Challenge Scholars en Grand Rapids Community Foundation.

e  Podria exigirse la verificacion de ingresos si la informacién proporcionada sugiere que los ingresos familiares
exceden el doble del ingreso promedio en el drea seguln se define en www.census.gov

* Notese que un estudiante de preparatoria con una expulsion de 180 dias no sera reconsiderado para elegibilidad.

= Estudiantes Universitarios:

e Un estudiante universitario que no mantenga los anteriores criterios de elegibilidad para la beca debe contactar al
equipo de Challenge Scholars para una consideracion especial.

Aplazamiento de la beca

= Una beca puede ser aplazada hasta por un aiflo académico luego de la graduacién de la preparatoria con aprobacion
previa.

= Un estudiante universitario que no se matricule a tiempo completo o se tome un semestre libre podria aplazar su
beca, pero es importante que el estudiante se retina primero con la persona encargada de Challenge Scholars y el
asesor académico en su institucion para hacer un plan. Una vez se haya establecido el plan, el estudiante debe
contactar al personal de Challenge Scholars en Grand Rapids Community Foundation para obtener consideracién
especial.

Cursos de verano

= Labeca de 4 afios de Challenge Scholars esta disefiada para cubrir dos semestres al afo, para un total de ocho
semestres. La beca de dos afios de Challenge Scholars esta disefiada para cubrir un total de cuatro semestres.
Dependiendo de la disponibilidad de fondos para las becas, las solicitudes de becas para cursos de verano seran
consideradas caso por caso. Las solicitudes deben realizarse por correo electrénico a
challengescholars@grfoundation.org.

Transferencias

= Los estudiantes universitarios que planean transferirse a otra institucidon deben reunirse previamente con la persona
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encargada de Challenge Scholars y el asesor académico de su institucidon para determinar un plan de transferencia.
También deben notificar lo antes posible al equipo de Challenge Scholars de Grand Rapids Community Foundation
sobre sus planes de transferencia.

Si tienen preguntas sobre los requisitos de elegibilidad o desean solicitar una excepcién o aplazamiento, los estudiantes
pueden contactar al equipo de Challenge Scholars de Grand Rapids Community Foundation al siguiente correo
challengescholars@grfoundation.org o por teléfono/texto al 616-284-4928.
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